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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AT HOLMGATE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 7pm FRIDAY 18 
MAY 2012 
 
Between 180 and 200 members of the public attended the meeting, many standing throughout. 
 
The Acting Chair of the Action Group, John Cocking, opened the meeting by welcoming the 
members of the public and thanking them for attending. 
 
The majority had received notice of the meeting via the leaflet-drop, although approximately 20 
had not.  John stressed the non-political stance of the Group. 
 
He introduced Committee member John Gregory, who gave a presentation of what the Group 
had found out so far from Provectus and other sources.   

• The proposed excavations will extend to a depth of approximately 70 ft, with lagoons of 
standing water behind houses on North Street.  This drew gasps from parts of the 
audience. 

• Approximately 175,000 tonnes of coal is planned to be extracted.   

• Proposed working times on the site when it is in full production will be from 7am to 7pm 
on weekdays and from 7am to 1pm on Saturdays, with possible plant maintenance being 
carried out outside of these hours. 

• Approximately 20 lorries per day are expected to leave the site carrying the coal, with an 
equal number of vehicles returning empty.  It is expected that there will be similar 
movement of vehicles accessing the site for other purposes including landfill.   

• The access will be on to the A61 road, via a new entrance opposite the current lay-by.  

• Nothing is yet known about the direction lorries will take after leaving the site, other than 
the fact that they will go in the direction of the Royal Oak roundabout. 

• Although Provectus claim that they will be carrying out improvements to old excavations 
on the site, in fact only a part of it has been opencast in the past and the majority of the 
work will be on green field land.   

• Water from Ogston Reservoir is currently carried in two large water pipes northward 
towards Mosborough, crossing the land diagonally behind Woodland Way.   

• Power lines cross the site and as yet Provectus have given no indication as to how they 
will deal with these issues. 

• Children and young people from nearby schools could be affected by the dust from the 
site, and those going to Tupton Hall would be crossing the A61 with the increased traffic 
generated by the site. 

• When the M1 motorway is closed, conditions on the A61 would be even worse. 

• His website details are available for those wishing to find more information. 
 
Another Committee member, George Stevenson, then spoke about a meeting he had recently 
had with Dr Dick van Steenis MBBS, one of the UK’s leading experts on air pollution.   

• Dust produced from open casting contains fine microscopic toxic particles which may 
lead to lung damage when inhaled.   

• These particles can fall within a 3 kilometre radius of the extraction site, depending on 
wind direction. 

• Spraying with water will not completely remove these particles. 
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• A Bill to Parliament has led to a ban on open casting for coal on sites less than 500 
metres of dwellings, but this only applies in Scotland and Wales, not in England.  

• It has been calculated that 1,300 dwellings lie within this 500 metre radius of the Hilltop 
development, with more than half of these dwellings fronting directly on to the site.   

• There are also issues with noise pollution and the ingress of dust and dirt into 
watercourses. 

 
John Cocking then introduced Steve Orwin, a local resident who has previously lived adjacent 
to the Arkwright/Duckmanton coal excavations.  Steve said that in his experience: 

• The process is more akin to quarrying than to mining, with considerable dust, noise and 
disruption.   

• Depending on the weather, areas around the site will be covered with dust similar to fine 
sand, which will descend onto vehicles, property, clothes lines, in spite of any steps 
which may be taken by the extractors to mitigate it.   

• Even the construction of 3 to 4 meter high bunds did not prevent the noise from the 
workings, which would continue all the time when work is being carried on.  There will 
also be continuous background noise from the pumping of water 24 hours per day and 7 
days per week. 

• There will be a considerable increase in road traffic.   

• Anyone looking at a site after open casting will see that the end result will be a false, 
sterile landscape, lacking for many years in features, hedges and mature trees. 

 
Lisa Valentine was then introduced.  Lisa has contacted the office of Natascha Engel MP and 
also had a meeting in her home with Bryn Hopkinson, of Provectus.  Natascha was not able to 
attend this meeting, but her Office Manager came in her stead.  Lisa’s meeting with Bryn 
Hopkinson had not produced any further information other than that outlined in the leaflet his 
company has already produced. 
 
John Kidd, another member of the Committee, then spoke.  He gave a brief summary of what 
had been said so far, and outlined other issues which should be considered.  

• The effect of the exhaust fumes from vehicles and plant on the site. 

• The fact that nothing is known about what materials would be used as landfill to make up 
the land after the extraction of such a large quantity of coal.   

• The site has for the most part not been an industrial one and is full of wildlife, with many 
local residents reporting bat activity and some reports of the presence of badgers.   

• Public rights of way crossing the site include the Chesterfield Round Walk, 

• Excavations to the proposed depth will inevitably lead to changes in the local water 
table, potentially leading to subsidence to nearby dwellings and loss of trees in Far 
Tupton Wood, which is part of ancient woodland, 

• If this proposal goes ahead, the way could be cleared for further coal excavation locally. 
 
John Gregory urged members of the public to write letters to anyone likely to be involved in the 
decision-making process when the planning application is made, and to attend the forthcoming 
exhibitions by Provectus to ask questions there.  Audience members were invited to use the 
provided forms to give their names and contact details, and any issues of particular importance 
to them.  They were invited to join the Committee if they wished. 
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Members of the public were then invited to comment.   

• A young woman from the audience remarked that there were no young people involved 
in the Action Group, and she was immediately invited to join the Committee after the 
meeting. 

 

• The Chair of Governors of Tupton Hall School expressed serious concerns for the 
wellbeing of pupils there.   

 

• A further member of the public remembered his experiences of the remediation work 
carried out in 1955 behind the houses on North Street.  His father had forbidden him 
from going on to the land there because of the risks from unknown materials buried 
when the land had been reinstated.  He also believed that it was possible that there were 
the remains of a Roman Fort close to the site of Hilltop Farm and he would carry out 
further research on this. 

 

• Another suggested the installation of the “Post Box” for the Action Group in Holmgate 
Post Office. 

 

• Another comment was that Clay Cross has worked very hard to improve the local 
environment and the development of an open cast site alongside the A61 could 
adversely affect the town’s progress and deter visitors. 

 

• A member of the audience reported that she had seen adders on the site. 
 

• No Action Group had been formed to object to any previous open casting projects in 
Clay Cross. 

 

• Only one member of the public expressed support for the proposed works, believing that 
it would lead to additional jobs, but other audience members said that this was very 
unlikely. 

 
Councillor Peter Riggott came forward from the audience to speak.  As a member of the County 
Planning Committee, he was unable give his views on the merits of the potential application, 
but he made it clear that he looked forward to being involved in improving the environment in 
Clay Cross.   
 
John Cocking closed the meeting and announced that the Group Committee will be holding a 
meeting on Tuesday 22 May at 6pm in Tupton Methodist Church.  Anyone wishing to make a 
commitment to joining the Group is welcome. 
 
At the request of the majority of those attending, another Public Meeting will be held after the 
Provectus Exhibition, and within two weeks if possible.  Natascha Engel will be invited to 
attend. 
 
From the audience, Francis Muldoon thanked John Cocking and the Committee for their efforts. 


